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Preventing Algae in your aquarium

Algae growth is very common in many aquariums but it can easily be controlled. It is important to understand that there is no such thing as Aquarium Algae’, the algae that is growing in the aquarium is found in nature. It is when conditions favour the growth of this algae, it then grows to a level that becomes unsightly and can even damage other lifeforms.

Algae is a form of plant and like all plants it needs nutrients and light for it to grow. Light does not cause excessive algae growth; it allows the algae to take advantage of any nutrients available to the algae, it cannot grow no matter how much light it receives.

Nutrients that cause most algae problems are nitrate, phosphate and silicates. Organic waste can also cause algae to grow when it builds up.

SOME NUTRIENT SOURCES:
Tap water – Nitrate and Silicates.

Food – Especially excessive use of frozen foods.

Water Additives – ‘Fertilizers’

Nutrient release from dirty under gravel or canister filters.

Fish Waste – Too many fish.

SOLUTIONS:

Water changes – Changing water will help dilute nutrients in the tank. Top up your aquarium with Distilled or R.O. Water (Marine aquariums in particular). R.O Water is available from the store. Test water additives for unwanted compounds. Introduce herbivores, clean mechanical filters more regularly. Reduce bioload. Use algicide – such as a Simazine based compound.

Plant with fast growing bunch plants, they compete with algae.

Use specific chemical filtrants that rid the water of certain nutrients, e.g. Seachem’s Phosguard or Clear Water.
(c) Pails for Scales, Unique Pets 2007.






