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Caring for Clown Fish

Clown fish are colourful, cute and sometimes amusing inhabitants of tropical reefs from several places around the world, including the Great Barrier Reef. They are a hardy fish, and with the proper aquarium and care, can be safely kept in the home for many years.
Clown fish like "Nemo" are usually 2-8cm long. They have an unusual symbiotic relationship with sea anemone in the wild. While other fish may be stung and killed by the anemone's tentacles, Clown fish are immune, living amongst the tentacles. They feed on the anemone's leftovers, and can even bring it food. They are social fish, and as such it is recommended that at least two are kept in aquariums.
Setting up the aquarium: 

Clean the tank of dust and dirt, and position it where it will be kept. Ensure that the tank will not be in direct sunlight for very long at any time. It is very important to note that you never, ever use any cleaning products in, on or around your tank, as these chemicals can and will kill your fish. Always wash your hands thoroughly in water only before putting your hand in the tank, and do not use and aerosols, flea bombs or similar products in the same room as the tank.
Add sand to a depth of approximately 3-6cm average depth.
Pour seawater or artificial sea salt mixed with aged tap water to the tank, leaving about 5cm from the top (this is for the displacement of everything that is to be put into the tank).
Put in the heater, and only when it is submerged, turn it one and set it to 26 degrees Celsius
Add the filter and turn it on.
Add the internal circulation pump and turn it on.
Let the cloudiness settle for a couple of hours and ensure that the tank temperature and salinity levels are correct. Clown fish require the salinity to be 1.026.
Add some live rock.
You may keep the light on for approximately eight hours per day but this is not essential until you add your fish.
Test the nitrite levels daily. For the first several days, the nitrites should be zero. You will eventually see a very high reading. After this, the nitrite level will slowly drop over several days or weeks. This process is known as the nitrogen cycle or cycling.
Cycling will take one to four weeks and you will not be able to put any living things into the tank until the nitrite reading is zero. This is because the levels of poisonous chemicals in the tank could be fatal to them.
When the nitrites have returned to zero it is safe to add the fish. 
Temperature: Clown fish need to be maintained at around 250 C all year round, so therefore a heater is required for their tank. 
p.H.   To ensure that your aquarium retains a stable pH, add reef buffer to the tank in small amounts twice a week.   Check the pH once a week with a marine pH test kit. 
Salt Content (S.G)  Salt levels of the aquarium's water also need to be controlled, and this is done by using a little floating device called a hydrometer. A hydrometer will tell you how much salt is in the water by how high it floats. The target level for the salt content is between 1.021 -1.023. 
Water Changes: Your clowns like to live in a clean, nice environment and to achieve this you will need to change about 30 % of their water once a fortnight. To do this, syphon off about 1/3 of the water from the aquarium using a gravel cleaner. If your ornaments etc. are a bit algae covered, then now is a good opportunity to give them a rinse under the tap. While the water level is low, give the glass of the aquarium a wipe down with a soft cloth that is only used for the aquarium. Once you are happy with things, introduce the replacement water. It is important that the replacement water is at least close to the same temperature as the tank, and that it has the right amount of salt mixed in it BEFORE it goes in to the tank. Pre-prepared water is available from the store if you don't want to mix your own. 
Feeding:  Feed your clownfish only as much as they can eat within a minute, once a day and use good quality foods such as frozen brine shrimp or a marine flake food to do so.  
