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Caring for a Guinea Pig.

Guinea pigs are very popular pets because of their availability, docile temperaments, tendency not to bite or scratch when handled, and relatively clean habits. They can be trained if handled from a young age. Life span – 4 – 7 years
Handling and Restraint: Guinea pigs rarely violently struggle when they are being picked up but often make a "squeal of protest," which sounds pig-like to many people. Nevertheless, great care should be taken not to injure them when picking them up. The guinea pig should be approached with 2 hands. One is placed under the guinea pig's chest and abdomen, and the other supports its hindquarters. 
Housing: The preferable guinea pig hutch needs to have two compartments. The run and the sleeping compartment, a hiding hole can be used as a sleeping compartment. The run needs to be outfitted with chicken wire on the sides to keep the cavies in and the predators out! The sleeping part needs to be secure and draught proof. The hutch needs to be placed in an area out of the elements such as draught and rain. It will need shade on hot days as Guinea Pigs overheat easily.

Bedding in the sleeping area should be kept clean. Shredded newspaper, wood shavings, straw or hay can be used. Cavies love hay, so they may eat it, they may also eat shredded paper. Ensure that you empty water bottles and food bowls daily. Also take out any vegetables and fruit that hasn’t been eaten after a few hours.
Feeding: Cavies love to eat! However don’t let them become fat! They also need Vitamin C everyday. When introducing new food to them, only give small amounts so that they will gradually get used to it, without developing side effects.

Do not feed your cavy onions, garlic, potato, beetroot or rhubarb. Food should always be fresh, also make sure none of the dry food becomes wet. If it is wet, it will smell musty and develop mould which will kill your pet.

Rabbit and Guinea Pig meal as well as pellets are available in pet stores; it contains chaff and premium horse grain mix which is a lot better than the food brought from supermarkets. Guinea Pigs also like dried bread, bran and crushed corn maize; this is good for their teeth and to keep the coat in condition. Hay every few days is recommended as it aides their digestion and helps their teeth.
Recommended Vegetables
Broccoli


Carrots

Cauliflower (green leaves)

Cucumber


Spinach

Parsley

Sweet corn


Turnip


Pumpkin

Cabbage


Celery


Green Beans

Peas



Tomato                      Capsicum

Recommended Fruits (In small amounts as too much can cause scurvy)
Apple



Banana


Pear

Kiwi Fruit


Melons


Strawberries

Citrus Fruits


Grapes

Hygiene: Worming your cavy regularly is essential, eg every few months. A few drops of Ivomec administered orally by a syringe will be enough. Worming often will eliminate the chance of contacting a few parasitic diseases. The Guinea Pigs teeth are constantly growing and overgrown teeth do happen. Hard foods and wood chewing toys are available to help keep teeth short. 

If you notice any changes in the appearance of your Guinea Pig seek medical advice from your local veterinarian. 

CAVY CLUBS OF VICTORIA.

Dandenong Cavy Club – 

Ken Pedderson ph: (03) 97 765455
http://www.geocities/dcc_web/index.html
Maribyrnong Cavy Club – 

Leonie Dickerson ph: (03) 54 241349

http://cavyclub2.tripod.com or http://www.devoted.to/cavies
Warrawee Cavy Stud - 
Kellie Ware ph. 0402 093904
There is a store in England www.winkingcavy.com.au to get great cavy information.
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